



































The series concluded after 28 chapters and a total of three 
volumes over a period of about half a year. It was a short run, 
but I learned many things from the experience. Just as this 
work was born from my previous work, Rurouni Kenshin, 

I am growing steadily as an artist as I await the birth of a 
new creation. Next time, I will do my very best to fully apply 
what I have learned in order to nurture a creation that 
will grow strong. To all you readers who supported me: 

Thank you so much! 

-NOBUHIRO WATSUKI, 2001 

Nobuhiro Watsuki earned international accolades for his first major 
manga series, Rurouni Kenshin, about a wandering swordsman 
in Meiji Era Japan. Serialized in Japans Weekly Shonen Jump 
from 1994 to 1999, Rurouni Kenshin quickly became a worldwide 
sensation, inspiring a spin-off short story (“Yahiko no Sakabato”), 
an animated TV series, and several animated movies. Watsuki s 
latest series, Buso Renkin, also available in English from VIZ 
Media, began publication in Weekly Shonen Jump in June 2003. 
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VIU BANNES 






f sw merica in the 19th century. Viu, a young boy who 
Li dreams of becoming a gunslinger, lives in Winston 
M- Town, Illinois, with his older sister Cissy. One day, 
Viu meets Marcus Homer, a gunslinger who scurried away from 
the West. With Marcus’s help, Viu stands up to two outlaws and 
manages to apprehend them despite getting badly beaten up. 
When Viu tells Marcus, “I want to become stronger,” Marcus 
makes up his mind to resume his quest for “Gun Blaze West,” a 
promised land he once dreamt of—a place where only the strong 
who are confident of their skills are allowed to set foot. The two 
vow to join together and head toward their goal. When it is 
learned that the outlaws were scouts for the heinous Kenbrown 
Gang, the town prepares for attack. Viu and Marcus face the gang 
and Marcus falls to a bullet from the cowardly Kenbrown’s gun. 
Marcus entrusts his gun to Viu, who takes on the gang without 
giving an inch, finally managing to gun down Kenbrown. Marcus 
falls into the river, but it is unknown whether he is dead or alive. 


Five years later, Viu, now 14, heads west. He starts by visiting 
the city of St. Louis, the “Gateway to the West,” where he meets 
up with Carol and Will Johnston. Will is a master of ropes and 
harbors the same deep desire to go to the land known as... Gun 
Blaze West. 


Later, the two boys collapse out in the wilderness, where they 
are rescued by a small circus troupe. The ringmaster, Rodrigez, 
a former outlaw called the “Western Phantom,” gave up his own 
quest for Gun Blaze West 20 years ago. He begins Viu s training to 
attain Concentration One, the ability to take control of an instant 
in time. Rodrigez s former partner Gualarippa appears, accompa¬ 
nied by his twin sons, and invites Rodrigez to resume their quest 
for Gun Blaze West together. 
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A "3 VS. 3 GROUP BATTLE" WAS MY INITIAL CONCEPT AS I PREW 
GUALARIPPA ANP HIS SONS. BUT AS YOU CAN SEE PROM THE 
FINISHEP STORY, THERE WASN'T MUCH OP A GROUP BATTLE AT 
ALL. ON THE CONTRARY, IT'S NOT EVEN 3 VS. 3. CTHE CONFLICT 
BETWEEN GUALARIPPA ANP ROPRIGEZ WAS NOT A FIGHT; IT 
SERVEP AS THE CLOSING SCENE.) 

THIS WAS AT A TIME WHEN I STRUGGLEP TO MAKE THE STORY 
WORK AFTER JUST RECOVERING FROM THE WORST CONPITION 
BOTH MY MINP ANP BOPY HAP EVER BEEN IN. PURING 
PISCUSSIONS WITH MY EPITOR, X TRIEP VARIOUS IPEAS, EVEN 
SUGGESTING, "UNO ANP POS ARE ACTUALLY TRIPLETS. SHALL I 
BRING OUT ANOTHER CHARACTER?" IT WAS A REAL MESS. 

IAAAGE SOURCE: MEXICANS—ONE OF THE ELEMENTS A WESTERN 
CANNOT PO WITHOUT. 


CHARACTER PILE #C9 



UNO; POS & GUALARIPPA 


PESIGN: WHEN YOU THINK OF MEXICANS, YOU THINK OF THE HAT 
ANP PONCHO, SO I PIPN'T THINK TOO PEEPLY BEYONP THAT. IT 
WAS A PESIGN I CAME UP WITH PRETTY MUCH RIGHT AWAY. 

ALSO, IN ORPER TO ENHANCE THE ELEMENT OF OUTRAGEOUS- 
NESS, I SET THEM UP WITH WEAPONS LIKE THE IRON SHIELP 
PISTOL THAT WERE CHARACTERIZEP BY THEIR CIRCULAR SHAPE. 

ALTHOUGH I WAS FRANKLY UNABLE TO PUT TOO MUCH THOUGHT 
INTO GUALARIPPA ANP HIS SONS, I ENJOYEP PRAWING THEIR 
OUTRAGEOUS WEAPONS. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, I WAS ONCE AGAIN STRUCK BY THE THOUGHT, 
"AHH, I REALLY PO LIKE TO USE OUTRAGEOUS ELEMENTS." 













ok a Queer 

FOR &UK 
3LAZB WEST, 
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IT WOULDN'T BE IF THAT'S 

ANY PUN IP YOU THE CASE, 

CAME ALL THIS THEN BEHAVE 
WAY AND HAD TO YOURSELVES 
RETIRE PROM AW WAIT POR 
THE COMPETITION THREE DAYS. 
BECAUSE OP A 
SILLY PIOHT. 




...BUT TO USE 
EACH OP YOUR 
WEAPONS TO 
THEIR PULLEST 
EXTENT/ 









HE'S 
TRYINO 
TO 

US. 



0ETTINO 
IN MY 
WAY 
LIKE 
THAT. 
















































































SOMEONE 




































WE DON'T KNOW 
WHETHER THESE POLKS 
WILL BE OUR ENEMIES 
OR OUR PRIENDS THREE 
OAYS PROM NOW/ 




WF'LL 
CONSIPFR 
THFM 
FRIFNPS 
UNTIL THRFF- 
IWS FROM 
NOW// 
























































CONCEPT: FOR SOME REASON, ROPRIOEZ WAS A CHARACTER THAT 
PEMANPEP AN AWFUL LOT: HE HAD TO SUGGEST THE NEXT STEP 
TO GUN BLAZE WEST WHILE PLAY\NG A ROLE IN MAKING VIU 
STRONGER, ANV REPRIMANDING VIU, WHO HAD BECOME TOO EDGY. 

I HAD SEEN MANY OTHER INSTANCES OF CHARACTERS WHO CAN 
DODGE BULLETS, SO I WASN'T ALL THAT WILLING TO DO ONE AT 
FIRST. BUT FOR VARIOUS REASONS, X LIFTEP THAT RESTRICTION 
ANP CAME AROUNP TO THE IPEA THAT I NEEPEP SOMEONE WHO 
COULP PO MUCH MORE. SO ROPRIOEZ BECAME AN EXTREMELY 
POWERFUL MAN. WHILE PRAWINO HIM, I ASKEP MYSELF, “IN THE 
ENP, EVEN IF VIU ANP COLICE PIPN'T TRY THEIR BEST, COULPN'T 
THEY SUCCEEP AS LONC- AS THIS ONE MAN WAS WITH THEM?" 
WHAT A MESS THAT WAS. 


CHARACTER PILE #1 OB 



ROBERT ROPRIOEZ 

IMAGE SOURCE: ALTHOUGH I TRIEP TO AVOIP THE USE OF ANY 
“MOTIF" AS MUCH AS POSSIBLE IN THIS WORK, THERE WAS ONE 
FOR ROPRIOEZ. MANY READERS MAY HAVE NOTICEP. IT WAS 
BISHOP, FROM “X-MEN." I SOMEHOW, OR PERHAPS EXPECTEDLY, 
ARRIVED AT ROPRIOEZ IN THE PROCESS OF PUTTING A 
CHARACTER TOGETHER WITH A STRONO, TANNEP COMPLEXION 
ANP STRIKING EYES THAT PON'T ALLOW ANYONE TO FATHOM 
WHAT'S IN HIS MINP. WATSUKI HAS MUCH TO LEARN. NOBUHIRO 
IS LIMITEP. 

PESION: ROPRIOEZ'S FACE IS BISHOP. HOWEVER, I PIPN'T PRAW 
HIM EXACTLY AS IN THE AMERICAN COMIC, BUT RATHER USEP THE 
FACE SHAPE AS A STARTING POINT. AS FOR HIS BOPY, I USEP A 
SHAPE FOR ARMOR BARON THAT I HAP PISCARPEP. CPETAILS IN 
MY SECTION ON THE BARON.) 

ON A SIPE NOTE, PESPITE BEINO A OUNSLINOER, ROPRIOEZ NEVER 
ONCE SHOOTS A GUN... WHAT A MESS. 


































YwayY 



IN OTHER 
WORDS, ONCE 
THAT ZERO 
YEAR HAS 
PASSED, IT 
BECOMES A 
MERE 
SOUVENIR. 


WE DID SOME 
RESEARCH 
AND THE 
MARKS 
CHANOE 
COLOR EVERY 
ZERO YEAR. 












































NO, IT'S 
OOINO 
TO 
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IF I HAP TO EXPLAIN, IT'S 
BECAUSE WHAT I SOUOHT 
WASN'T OUT WEST, SO I 
THOUGHT I MIOHT FINE? IT AT 
OUN BLAZE WEST. 
































NOW THAT you 
MENTION IT, 
YOU'RE RIOHT. 







































































































MEN ANP „ ' ^- 2 —I 

...ANP THOSE EVIL / ®§ 1 ■ , 

WHO ARE NOT MEN... / 

strong / 

enough will X^fMHHnpHK 

BE WEEPEP / M® f 1- > ^,1, 

OUT RIOHT 1. / 

now; o rmm 

SUN BLAZE WEST 
WISHES ONLY 
THOSE WHO 

SEEK PURE 
. STRENGTH. 

\ ^ 


WHAT'S HE 

SURELY mean BY JM 

YOU'RE NOT iS'mSk ™ T? MJ; 

ooinofioht gja L 
all of us 

HERE BY 

YOURSELF?/ Krv^' 1 ,J> CL}| ^X- 

tfi: 

te?) (kg*/ 

\(0lLmtvev 

f^S° UT? 

fi^4 1 sllP^ III 



X WOULDN'T 
MINI?, BUT 
THEN THERE'? 

BE TOO 
LITTLE HOPE 
FOR you. 



































if you want ro 

(H^U/ I'VE LET THEM 

REACH OUN SLAZE 


R-rj EACH HAVE ONE OF 

WEST, FIOHT THEM 


THIS yEAR'S SION 

ANP SHOW yOUR 


mA$ TO THE WEST—THE 

STRENGTH/ 

^AiBi If TmJiisM- 

PASS TO GUN 
W(\ SLAZE WEST. 












































































CONCEPT: I BEGAN WITH THE CONCEPT OF HAVING ACTUAL 
HISTORICAL FIGURES APPEAR. THEY ARE THE AVUITS VIU ANV HIS 
PRIENPS CAN RELY ON BUT WITH THE ARRER CONCEPT OF BEING 
RIVALS THEY WOULP EVENTUALLY SURPASS. 

J.J.'S REAL NAME IS JESSE JAMES, AN OUTLAW'S OUTLAW 
FAMILIAR TO THOSE WHO KN OW WESTERNS. HE BECAME 
LE&EWARY AS A CHIVALROUS ROBBER AW IS AT THE TOP OF THE 
LIST AMONG MOST-LOVER CHARACTERS IN WESTERNS. 

JIM'S REAL NAME IS JIM YOUNGER. MYRA'S IS MYRA BELLE 
SHIRLEY. BOTH WERE WELL-KNOWN MEMBERS OF THE JAMES 
GANG ANR ARE SHARP-SHOOTING OUTLAWS. 

XT WAS PUN TO PRAW THEM AS APULTS WHO SHOWEP 
UNPERSTANPINO TO VIU ANR HIS PRIENPS, WHO WERE CHILPREN. 
C...COULP THAT BE PROOF THAT I'VE BECOME AN OLR MAN...7) 


CHARACTER FILE #11 



j. j/s &m& 


IMAGE SOURCE: J. J. IS "MARCUS" WITH REAL SKILLS. HOWEVER, 
HE IS NOT AS GENTLE AS MARCUS. HE IS, AFTER ALL, ONE OF THE 
"POWER ELITE." THERE WAS NO IMAGE SOURCE FOR JIM. MYRA 
WAS A "FEMALE OUNSLINOER." 

PESION: I BEGAN WITH THE CONCEPT OF A TEAM ALL PRESSEP 
ALIKE. THEN I APPEP THE LOOK OF A PRIENP OF MINE. THIS 
PRIENP WORE ALL BLACK ANR BOOTS WITH A FLAME PATTERN. 
SINCE MANGA USUALLY SHOWS UPPER-BORY IMAGES, I PLACER A 
FLAME PATTERN NOT ONLY ON THE BOOTS BUT ALL OVER THE 
BOPY TO COMPLETE THE PESION. 

THE WEAPONS ARE ALL PROM MY IMAGINATION. THE NAME "PRILL 
LOCK," HOWEVER, CAME FROM GETTER 2 OP GETTER ROBO, ONE 
OP MY "BIBLES." 

ON A SIPE NOTE, THE "COFFEE WITH MILK" INCIPENT WHERE J. J. 
APPEARS IS BASEP ON AN ACTUAL STORY OP A NOVELIST I'M 
PRIENPS WITH. COP COURSE, I HAVE THE NOVELIST'S 
PERMISSION.) THANK YOU, K-SAN. 



CHAPTER 22: DOUBLE MONSTER 
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/ I PON T KNOW ANY- 
—=! THING ABOUT 
STRATAGEMS OR 

__4 COMPLICATED 

^ STUFF LIKE 

THAT... y 
...BUT IP HE / 

NEVER MENTIONED 
ANY RULES, THEN Y~jt 
ONE AGAINST ONE 
IS ALLOWED, 

RIGHT? / f L.__ 


THIS ISN'T 
X COWARDICE. 

/ IN THE FIRST IT'S A 
PLACE, THE STRATAGEM. 
BARON NEVER 
SAID ANYTHING 

ABOUT A ONE- n - 

i ON-ONE RULE. ZJ || 


' IT'S A LOT 
MORE SERIOUS 
THAN THE 
SCUFFLES IN 
ST. LOUIS AND 
AT THE 
CIRCUS, you 


LOOK... 
DO you 
UNDER¬ 
STAND 
WHAT THIS 
BATTLE 
MEANS? 



...I PREFER 
ON E 

c 


IF THAT'S 
THE CASE, 
INSTEAD O? 
THREE 
3T 
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IP YOU PON'T' 
WANT THAT 
TO HAPPEN, 
YOUV 

BETTER WIN. 
EVEN IP IT 
KILLS YOU!! 



BUT... / IP 
YOU L05E, 
I'LL TREAT 
you LIKE 
AN IPIOT 
POR 
LIFE// 
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VERY 

&OOV. 

I TAKE 
THAT AS 
HAVING 
THE WILL 
TO FIOHT. 























































































CONCEPT : JUST AS WE APPEARS IN THIS STORY, WE IS "AMERICA'S FIRST 
SUPERHUMAN SOLPIER." THIS IS A FAMILIAR THEME IN AMERICAN COMICS: 
SOMEONE IS PRUGGEP, SURGICALLY ALTERED ANP TURNEP INTO A CYBORG 
SUPER SOLPIER. XT WAS SOMETHING I REALLY WANTEP TO HA YE HAPPEN 
IN A STORY SET IN AMERICA. 

IN THE BEGINNING, I THOUGHT OF THUNPER ARM AS ONE OF VIU'S GROUP. 
BUT AT THIS LATE POINT, THINKING THAT THIS SERIES MIGHT NOT 
CONTINUE MUCH LONGER CALTHOUGH CANCELLATION OF THE SERIES HAP 
NOT YET BEEN PECIPEP), I CHANGEP THE ROLES OF THE CHARACTERS IN 
PIFFERENT WAYS IN ATTEMPT TO BRING THE STORY TOGETHER. AS A 
RESULT, THUNPER ARM BECAME A VILLAIN WHO HELPS ACCENTUATE THE 
BARON'S STRENGTH. ACTUALLY IT WAS KINP OF A SHAME, BECAUSE HE 
WAS A CHARACTER I HAP FUN PRAWING. 

IMAGE SOURCE: THE I MAGE SOURCE FOR THUNPER ARM WAS ESSENTIALLY 
THE SAME AS THE CONCEPT: "A SUPER SOLPIER WHO APPEARS IN 
AMERICAN COMICS." 


CHARACTER FILE #12 



THUNPER ARM 


PESIGN: KEEPING IN MINP THAT THE LEFT HALF OF SARGE'S BOPY WOULP 
BE MECHANIZEP, I BEGAN BY PESIGNING HIS HUMAN PARTS TO LOOK 
"AMERICAN." AS FOR THE MECHANIZEP PORTION, I BEGAN BY POING THE 
CONCEPT ANP ROUGH PESIGN BY MYSELF, THEN ASKEP TWO OF MY 
ASSISTANTS TO PO HIS ARM SECTION ANP BACK SECTION SEPARATELY ANP 
CLEAN UP THE OVERALL PESIGN. 

I CONSIPEREP A RETRO-TYPE PESIGN WHERE SARGE CARRIER AROUNP A 
LARGE BOILER PUMPING BLACK SMOKE INTO THE AIR, BUT GAVE UP THE 
IPEA BECAUSE IT MAPE HIM SEEM TOO WEAK. 

ON A SIPE NOTE, I WAS APMONISHEP BY SOME REAPERS WHO SAIP THAT 
THE THUNPER ARM CHARACTER PEFINITELY HAP NOTHING TO PO WITH 
WESTERNS. 1 SINCERELY APOLOGIZE TO THOSE WHOSE FEELINGS I HURT. 














WIT'S SAiuar^MASSACRBDZANVl 

'THATme^^eNeMYCsoLip/eRm 

NUM8BR mSm WNBTNBRirNBYM 
. RBACHBimm'WBRB CAPTURBP^. 
v lOO.OOOi' JfPRIS'ONBRS OF WAR 
- PBAP.. .KJTOR'RAISBPA WH/TB 

\ ‘n / fl!ag*jn surrbnpbr. 

l " \4 ■-i' ■ 


W^hat l solp/brWMit was 
Wf/ RBPJO, OO OM^ STORYOm 
WRQUNPS f /N^m / A CBRTA/nT§ 

WaTsTnglb payj^olpibr-who 

WahPFOU&HT • FOUGHT^Ns 
THRBB PAYSANO ' l . : -THB£/Y/U% 
-THRBB NtGHTSjji^'} WAR1 ?Xf' 
WITHOUT ( \ . 

} SLBBP/NG. tj/ 


^HISiSKIULTS'WERE'.WORTHWOF t 
X, PROCLAIMING, HIM A - HERO, lBLn% 
§A8eCAUSe l 0FUIS:CRUeLlANV^ 
§ EXCESSIVELY, BRUTAL SmEjOpJ 
x COMBAT;-, HE;wAsXEVER,PRO|f 

1 ^^^GUlME^'HEROm^S 
































"AMERICA SEEKS N 
HEGEMONY OVER 
THE WORLD. WE 
CANNOT ALLOW ANY 
AREAS WITHIN OUR 
OWN BOUNDARIES 

"YOU ARETO TORE/VWIN UNE *' 
PLORED AND OB- 

ASCERTAIN 

WHETHER OR ^ UKt ' 

NOT IT TRULY 
EXISTS AND DEAL 
WITH IT IN AN 
EXPEDIENT 



THOSE ARB 
THE ORPERS 
HE &AVB ME// 


























































































































































































































































































OKAY 

THEN... 






















































i msrev 
a lot of 

TIME. 













/r '7s\\' 



y Sk\ so irs 

ib=?r^v t a ia/odtiji GC.CL 


ry M \ A VYC/K1 Hufc^r? 

LEOENP CREATEP 

BY WORTHLESS 

/ OUTLAWS, 


AFTER ALL?/ 
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CONCEPT: IN A WORLD WHERE SUNS RULE, A FORMIDABLE OPPONENT AGA INST WHOM 
BULLETS HAVE NOT EFFECT. I IMASINED ARMOR BARON AS VIU'S FOREMOST RIVAL. 
BECAUSE HE WAS A CHARACTER WHO WAS NEARLY COMPLETED IN MY MIND AS I WAS 
DRAWINS MY PREVIOUS WORK, "RUROUNI KENSHIN," I WAS ABLE TO DRAW THE BARON 
WITH HARDLY ANY STRUSSLE AT ALL. I GUESS THE PROCESS OF LEAVINS A CONCEPT 
ASIDE FOR A WHILE TO ALLOW IT TO DEVELOP IS INDISPENSABLE, AFTER ALL. I'M VERY 
AWARE OF THAT NOW. 

TO BE TOTALLY HONEST, THE BARON WAS THE MOST ENJOYABLE CHARACTER TO 
DRAW. HE IS AT THE TOP OF MY LIST OF CHARACTERS I WANT TO BRINS BACK IN MY 
NEXT WORK. 

IMASE SOURCE: AS I WAS THINKINS ABOUT ARMORED CHARACTERS WITH IMPACT, THE 
FIRST ONE TO COME TO MIND WAS THE AMERICAN COMIC MONSTERMEN. HOWEVER, I 
THOUSHT IT WOULD BE ABSOLUTELY WRONS TO COPY THE FAMILIAR, SIMPLE-IS-BEST 
DESISN OF A BLACK SUIT AND HELMET, SO I BORROWED ONLY THE IDEA OF A 
"SENTLEMAN WITH SPECIAL POWERS DRESSED IN ARMOR." 

DESISN: 1 WAS CAREFUL IN MY DESISN, MAKINS THE BARON'S HELMET A BUCKET TYPE, 
MAKINS HIS BODY MUSCULAR AND STAYINS AWAY FROM THE BLACK IMASE, WHILE 
ALWAYS KEEPINS IN MIND THAT I WANTED SOMETHINS DIFFERENT FROM MONSTERMEN. 


CHARACTER FILE #13 



ARMOR 5ARONI 


IF I MADE THE HELMET COVER HIS ENTIRE FACE, IT'D BE IMPOSSIBLE TO SHOW FACIAL 
EXPRESSIONS, SO I DID A LOT OF RESEARCH BEFORE DECIDINS ON A MASK WITH A 
CROSS-SHAPED OPENINS. HE IS DEFINITELY NOT A DOM FROM GUNPAM. 

I CONSIDERED DESISNINS HIS ARMOR MORE IN THE STYLE OF A WESTERN KNISHT, BUT 
I REALIZED IT WOULD BE DIFFICULT TO SHOW ENOUSH ACTION, SO I DREW IT MORE IN 
THE ANIME STYLE. IT WAS DIFFICULT, THOUSH, TO DISCARD THE IDEA OF A WESTERN 
KNISHT, SO IT IS AN ISSUE FOR ME TO STUDY IN FUTURE. 

ON A SIDE NOTE, I RECEIVED LETTERS OF ADMONITION SAYING THE BARON, TOO, HAD 
NOTHINS TO DO WITH WESTERNS. BUT FRANKLY, THE BARON VIED WITH COLICE FOR 
NUMBER ONE AND NUMBER TWO ON THE POPULAR CHARACTER LIST. 

I ALWAYS FIND MYSELF FACED WITH THE DILEMMA OF JUST HOW FAR I SHOULD SO 
TO MAKE IT A MANGA FOR YOUNG BOY S. I FACED THE SAME STRUSSLE DURINS MY 
PREVIOUS WORK, RUROUNI KENSHIN. 

BUT THE MOST IMPORTANT THINS, AFTER ALL, IS HOW CAN I MAKE IT FUN FOR THE 
READERS... FROM THAT PERSPECTIVE, I COMPLETELY FAILED THIS TIME. 

I WILL APPLY MYSELF MUCH, MUCH, MUCH, MUCH, MUCH MORE SO IN FUTURE. 





































HE LOST, ROCKET! 
BUT HE'S 
CELEBRAT¬ 
ING/ r - 



































































TOGETHER 
THEY WEIOH 
NEARLY A TON. 


























































































































































































































































































































































































FOR THIS LAST FILE, I WOULP LIKE TO CHANGE THINGS AROUNP A BIT ANP 
BRING UP A PEW CANCELLER CHARACTERS. TOGETHER WITH MY ROUGH 
SKETCHES ON PAGE 144, I HOPE YOU ENJOY THIS TINY COMICS FREEBIE TO 
PASS THE TIME. 

BUFFALO RIPER: THIS CHARACTER APPEARS BRIEFLY IN THE FINAL 
CHAPTER. 

JUST ONCE, I WANTEP TO INCLUPE SOMEONE WHO COULP CONTROL 
ANIMALS. SO I THOUGHT, "IF THERE'S GOING TO BE SOMEONE WHO CAN 
CONTROL ANIMALS, A NATIVE AMERICAN IS THE ONLY WAY TO GO." I ALSO 
WANTEP TO PO A RUNAWAY TRAIN ANP A GREAT CHASE SCENE. 

BUFFALO RIPER APPEAREP IN THE LAST CHAPTER SIMPLY TO SATISFY MY 
WISH TO SHOW EVERY CHARACTER THAT APPEAREP ON THE COVER OF 
CHAPTER ONE. HE WAS VERY WELL RECEIVER BY MY MANGA ARTIST 
FRIENPS, WHICH MAPE ME VERY HAPPY. 

SAMURAI X: A SAMURAI OF THE WILPERNESS-ONE OF THE STANPARPS IN 
ANY WESTERN. I VAGUELY THOUGHT OF HIM AS COLICE'S OLPER BROTHER 
OR AAAYBE HER BOYFRIENP. ON A SIPE NOTE, THE NAME "SAMURAI X" WAS 


CHARACTER FILE #14 



BUFFALO RIPER WITH OTHERS 

THE TITLE OF THE ENGLISH APAPTATION OF RUROUN! KBNSHIN, 
MY PREVIOUS WORK. I TAKE MY HAT OFF TO THE TALENT THAT PAIREP A 
PURE-JAPANESE WORP LIKE "SAMURAI" WITH THE ALPHABET "X" 
CAPPARENTLY A REFERENCE TO THE CROSS-SHAPEP SCAR ON HIS CHEEK). 
I SIMPLY LOVEP IT, ANP WANTEP TO USE THAT NAME IN ONE OF MY OWN 
WORKS, BUT.... I SUPPOSE THAT WOULPN'T BE POSSIBLE BECAUSE 
OF COPYRIGHTS... NOT EVEN IF I'M THE ORIGINAL ARTIST.... NO, 
I GUESS NOT. 

PUKE THE PAPILLON: I CAME UP WITH THIS CHARACTER WHEN I 
CONSIPEREP A PARTNER FOR THE BARON. I ONLY THOUGHT ABOUT IT ANP 
PIPN'T GO ANY FURTHER. 

BOXER: I THOUGHT, "HOW ABOUT A HARP-PUNCHING GUNSLINGER 
EQUIPPEP WITH PISTOLS WITH GLOVES ATTACHEP WHO SPECIALIZEP AT 
IN-FIGHTING?" UNFORTUNATELY, I FOUNP A MANGA WESTERN THAT USEP 
NEARLY THE SAME CONCEPT FOR ITS MAIN CHARACTER. IN THE ENP THIS 
IPEA WAS CANCELLEP. HOWEVER, THE IPEA OF NOT USING A RIFLE AS A 
LONG-RANGE WEAPON EVOLVEP INTO THE BARON'S GUN SACK. 

ANP WITH THAT, THIS CORNER COMES TO AN ENP. 








































































































YOUR AP¬ 
PROACH OF 
WANTING TO 
FIGHT OPPO¬ 
NENTS STRON¬ 
GER THAN 
YOURSELF... 


...IS AN AP¬ 
PROPRIATE 
WAY TO MAKE 
YOURSELF 
STRONGER. 






/ a <? <? 



___ ...WHAT IS 

^ IT THAT 

GIVES YOU 
SUCH 

IS IT COUR- CONFI- 
AGE? OR IS PENCE? 

IT MERE 
RECKLESS¬ 
NESS? . 





...FROM THE 
RESULT OF 
OUR FIGHT/ 


YOU'LL 
KNOW THE 
ANSWER... 
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TRATION 


























ARMOR m i i 
YOU'RE SO k |f J 
PROURToKJ^ 



M 


you MAPE IT L> 
LOOK LIKE YOU 
WERE RUNNING , 
AWAY INTO THE Jr 

_mine so you U 

^ICOULP.../ Ig 

. L 


EXACTLY/ 

MY ROPE 
15 NOT MY 
ONLY 

THE WEAPON. 
KNOWLEPOE X 
OAINEP WHILE 
WAITING FOR 
TEN YEARS IS 
ALSO MY 
WEAPON// $ 


'll''-' A MP 


Win'll 




•3 

* fife 


In 



TJOOrw 


















AROH! 
































































XT'S 

A CUSTOM- 
MADE BULLET 
WITH A SPIRAL 
PATTERN EN¬ 
GRAVED ON 
HARDENED 
STEEL. 


_ I ABOUT my 

INCREPI8LE 
SKILL. THAT 
I AM STOPS A MAN 
THE IN 4 SINOLE 


THERE'S 

NOTHING 














WHICH \ 
MEANS 
THERE'S 
JUST ONE t 
LEFT. ,C 


OH, MISSION 
ACCOMPLISHED 
FOR THE 
SKINNy ouy 
AND THE LITTLE 
\ LADY, TOO? 


VIU BANNESf! 


liifw fi—jMiiiig iBI 
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NOT UNLESS HE 
REALIZES THAT 
WHAT JUST 
HAPPENED IS 
HIS CHANCE 
TO WIN. 





















USEP IN 
JUNCTION 
WITH M/ OUN 
SACK... 


THESE KNUCK¬ 
LE OUARPS 
ARB THE 
HARPEST 
COMPONENTS 
ZIEOFRIEP. 


.ITS 


POWER IN 


CREASES 


PRAMATI- 


CAllY! 


WHATEVER 
THE OUT- 
COm, IT 15 A 
CERTAINTY 
OF BATTIBU 









































































































CHAPTER 27: 



167 


FIGHTING HIGH 
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RIOHT 
NOW, VIU 
IS IN A 
STATE... 


...OF 

INCREDIBLY 
INTENSE 
CONCENTRA- 
i TION. 


> I Mss 

mm 


PIT'S 
MEAN- 
k INO- 
LESSJ 


* NO MATTER 
WHERE YOU 
AIM, THAT 
’ CUN CANNOT 1 
RESTROy THIS. 
. ARMOR// 


HERE I 
COME// 
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p.'iyiui HE CA N VO Sir/ 
CAN VO A lHWITHliTHBl 
IT/1 I'M CONCENTRA? 
6URE! OF, TON HE HAS 



THAT'SiRIOHT. 

BUT IS HE||| 

; CAPABLE! OF I 
'such hioh-S 

SPEEP PRECI^ 
| SION SHOOT- n 

mil ino?/i 


IF HE FAILS ] 1 HE'LL II 
■TAKE AiPIRECTjHITjf 
FROM THE BARON/ ■ > 
k WHO WILL HAVE' \ 
REACHEP/MAXIMUM ^ 
SPEEP/HE'LL^BE 
BLOWN TO; BITS: 





































































CHAPTER 28 : WAITING FOR YOU AT THE PLACE WE DREAMT OF. 




ip m 're 

LUCKY, 

LBVS 

meet 

A&A\H... 


you MUST 
FOLLOW 
THAT 
SUNSET... 


THIS o 
TIME OUTv^ 
MST..P 
SOMEWHERE.^ 


...lE%sm 

BECOME^ 

STRONGER!! 


TOGETHER.. 


...AND SET 
OUT FOR THE 
PLACE WE 
PREAMT OF! 



MARCUS'S CUN' 
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No.28(FINAL) 



Waiting for you at the place we dreamt of. 








































































...YOUR 

eecow 

ouipe, 

BUFFALO 

HUNTER 


LET ME 
INTRO- 
PUCE... 


\ ...AW 
HIS 

BELOVEP 

MOUNT 

SUPERWILP. 
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you won 

AGAINST 
ARMOR 
3 ARON. 


THAT MAKES 
YOU NO. 1 
NOW IN 
THIS GROUP. 



























































































TO &UN 

III 3LAZZ 

WEST// 
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0Waiting for you at the place we dreamt of. (THE END) 





THANK YOU FOR YOUR REAPERSHIP TO THE VERY ENP. GUN &LAZE 
WGST THE SERIAL HAS NOW COME TO AN ENP. 

THE "SOPHOMORE JINX" WAS AT WORK AS THIS STORY ENPEP ITS 
SERIAL RUN AFTER JUST HALF A YEAR. IT FEELS AS THOUGH IT 
SWAPPER PLACES WITH MY FIRST WORK WHICH I BEGAN WITH "A GOAL 
OF MAKING IT TO 30 WEEKS." TRULY, AS THEY SAY, "GOOP LUCK ANP 
BAP LUCK INTERWOVEN LIKE THE BRAIPS OF A ROPE." LIFE HAS ITS UPS 
ANP POWNS. 

PURING ITS SERIAL RUN—ACTUALLY, BEFORE IT EVEN BEGAN-A LOT 
HAPPENEP. RESPITE MY ATTEMPT TO CREATE SOMETHING THAT WOULP 
BE EVEN CLOSER TO WHAT A MANGA FOR YOUNG BOYS SHOULP BE, THE 
ROUGH TIMES WHERE FOLLOWER BY TIMES THAT WERE EVEN ROUGHER 
THAN I COULP HAVE IMAGINEP. I HAP MY SIGHTS SET ON MAKING IT IN 
TIME FOR THE SERIAL SELECTION MEETING THAT WAS SCHEPULEP TO BE 
HELP PURING THE PERIOP WHICH I WANTEP MY WORK TO RUN. THAT IS, 
UNTIL THE MAGAZINE MOVER UP THE MEETING- BY ABOUT A MONTH. AT 
THE VERY LEAST, I THOUGHT I'P SUBMIT A TEST MANUSCRIPT. BUT 
THEY GAVE ME THE GO-AHEAP ON THE FIRST PRAFT OF THE FIRST 
CHAPTER WITH AN INCOMPLETE TITLE. I COULPN'T EVEN POLISH UP THE 
TITLE OR GET MY SCHEPULE ARRANGER THE WAY I WOULP HAVE LIKEP, 
BEFORE PLUNGING INTO THE SERIAL RUN. IT WAS THE FIRST TIME I 
EVER EXPERIENCEP BECOMING UNABLE TO PRAW BECAUSE OF MY FRUS¬ 
TRATION. ANP THEN CAME THE PECISION TO ENP THE SERIAL... 


ZP\LOGU& 


NONETHELESS, THIS MISHAP WAS, AFTER ALL, MY FAULT. SHORTLY 
BEFORE THE PECISION WAS MAPE TO ENP THE SERIAL RUN, A NOVELIST 
FRIENP TO WHOM I HAP COMPLAINEP TOLP ME, "IT MIGHT'VE BEEN A 
TEST MANUSCRIPT, ANP IT MIGHT'VE BEEN INCOMPLETE, BUT THE 
MOMENT YOU SHOWER SOMEONE A MANUSCRIPT WITH WHICH YOU 
WERE UNSATISFIEP, IT BECOMES YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AS A PRO, 
WAKKII." THERE WAS NOTHING I COULP SAY. WHETHER THINGS TURN 
OUT WELL OR BAPLY PEPENPS ENTIRELY ON WHAT I PO. I WILL ETCH 
THAT IN MY MINP SO THAT I WILL NEVER, EVER FORGET THAT. 

TO ALL THE REAPERS WHO HAP HIGH EXPECTATIONS FOR THIS STORY 
ANP TO ALL THE REAPERS WHO ENJOYEP IT, I WAS NOT EQUAL TO THE 
TASK. I SINCERELY APOLOGIZE. 

I WILL START OVER ONCE MORE FROM SCRATCH. 

NOBUHIRO WATSUKI 
SEPTEMBER XX, 2001 











